SEPTEMBER 2007 Mo 35

Zealous IS  though chevy's potent six-liter V8 was good for a lengthy
model run, its been axed after three seasons, 152, we handly knew ye

One of Those Guys  he's got more corvettes in his driveway than
some dealers have on their lot, we'll take the supercharged one, thank you

Seemingly Endless Summer  extroverted and gaudy when new, this
movie star has enjoyed a surprising rebirth inside an illinois showplace

Corvette Market Report: (5 alittle bit of that new-car sheen has
warn off the fifth generation, but the pricing remains lovely as ever

Running Out of Air  plain air may be good for your lungs, but is it
still best for your corvette's tires? paul zazarine gets high on nitrogen

Wild Goose Chase  in the late 19605, boutique carmaker de tomaso
sourced its motors from ford. that wasn't good encugh for bill mitchell

Just One Little Hitch  did the corvette meet its match when a certain
roadster showed up on track? ludvigsen on the start of the chevy/ford war
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What do you do when your 206s keep being too clean to modify?
Get one that's already built and then take them all out in rotation.
Jeff Glenn reports; photography by the author,

once found an ad for an old MGE with a

Scomish flag paimed over s e, When

I forwarded this to a friend with the same
kind of car sporting a Union Jack on its hood,
he wrote back, *1 saw that, bur [ don't want
to be one of those guys. "

O course | knew what he meant. You pro

bably do, too—thase guys are the enthusiases
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who get 30 deep into one single model that
they wind up with ren ditterent tHavors of
exactly the same car. With four different Lane-
model Corverres, Les Oesterreich (say it "A-
Strike” ) is on the verge of being one of those
guys, but at least he can make a case for cach
of his three Z06s5—a stock "4 Commemora-
tive, 3 modified 02 and a bone-stock "D,
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Dioses anyone really need three Z06s2 OF
course not, Les quickly affiems, In his case, "It
just sort of happened. Every time [ bought a
new car | was going to set it up, do a few
things to it like most guys, spend a little mo-
ney, do a few more things, and get the whole
thing together over the span of a couple of
years, When I got the Commemaorative Edi-
tion [ was going to set it up like that, bur then,
before 1 did, the 2006 came our. So [ got that
car with the same intentions, But as it turned
our, both cars were so dam nice [ just could-
n't bring myself to mess with them."

To Oesterreich, acquiring Corvettes isn't a
new thing. "1 bought my first new Corverte in
1970, a 454 big-block. I wish I had that car
today=—I paid 55500 out the door! ™ Since then
he's had a "...197%, ‘82, '85, 95, "97, and a

"As a neat extra, MSI
mounted a shift light
inside the housing

of the Head Up Display.
When it goes off,
there's no missing it."

50th Anniversary convertible, Thar last one is
the car that | traded in for my wife’s currens
C convertible.® Eventually Les pur those two
shiny Z06s in his garage, which brings us up
to todday and the point at which he realized he
wanted one more example o hotrod in chean
conscience. In due dme Les came across the
extensively modified 2002 Z06 vou see here,
thanks to contacts with the Roseville, Califor-
nia Corvette shop Motor Sport Image and Per-
formance. “It had a lor more on it already
than | was planning to put into my own, and
for a lot less than I'd have spent trying to
duplicare it."

Motor Sport Image boss Mark Stein initial-
Iy built the car for Tony Baristella, whose son
Phillip kappened to work at the shop. "It kind
of evolved over the course of abour a vear and
a half.” Stein explains. The mods began with
a supercharger and an RK Sports hood, After
a little while Tony decided he still needed more
power, 50 In went a custom-ground cam, high-
performance valvetrain, FLP ceramic headers,
high-tlow cats, GHL stainless mufflers, an
uprated fuel pump and injectors, and a Be
Cool aluminum radiator. The driveline also

received a B&M Ripper shorr-shift kit, Spec 3
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clurch (rated to 850 bhp), 24-pound steel bil-
et flywheel, ceramic clutch housing, and DTE
Stape 3 diff pears with 4,10 final drive, As a
near extra, M5SI mounted a shift-warming light
inside the housing of the Head Up Display.
When it goes off, there's no missing it. Soop-
ping power was also increased via Baer brakes
and slotted/crossdrilled rotors,

Thar kept Tony happy for a lictle bit longer
Sure encugh, though, he eventually came back
secking even more grunt. At the same time the
car had a California smog test coming up, and
M5! needed o plan around that. *Prior to
this,” Stein goes on, “Magnuson didn't have
a California-smog-legal supercharger for this
car. Bur, as it happened, they came out with
an intercoobed unit that was legal at around
the zame time. Even better, they started a really
nice exchange program where you could send
in your old supercharger and they'd send back
an intercooled unit with a tull retrohe ke,
While they were at i, MSI added a boost-rais-
ing undersized pulley, stainless hoses, and
slick-looking show firrings,

Because the new system also required toim-
rming the stock coil covers for addinonal clear-
anoe, "...we laid up our own fiberglass covers
and worked with motoreycle-helmet painter
Rick Briggs of Offbeat Productions to come up
with a custom design.” (Briggs, a factory
painter tor Arai, docs the helmets for current
MoroGP Wordd l'.ZImmp ?Cig'l-c}' Hayden, among
others,) Tony gave the artist a vague Pirates of
thre Caritbean theme to work with, from which
Briggs developed his own pirate-and-skull
iconography. A close look reveals his attention
to detail: The skull's bandanna is dotted with
Chevy Bow Ties, for example. (Les Oesterne-
ich admits this particular theme wouldn't have
been his owm first choice, ®...but it fits the car
well enough. ™)

y this time the Z(& sat on 18- and 19-

inch Ronal wheels wrapped in Miche-

lin Pilot Sports and was evolving from
a pertormance piece into a showear. Wich thar
goal in mind, Tony's next ven was for a killer
stereo setup. Stein obliged with an Alpine
TOHE CIVMP3 head unit, Bristol Audio spea-
kers, Silk tweeters, custom ten-inch enclosed
subs behind the seats, and all the necessary
amps and connections, Sound-deadening mats
were added o damp our vibratdons and tran-
sient nouse, at which poine the car'’s owner an-
nounced that he afso wanred o stan doing
track-day events. In went a rollbar and five-
point hamesses.,

Stein has an extensive background in road-
racing, and he's set up track- and street-driven
Corvettes for vears, "1 got in and drove the
car myself, and with all that added power I
really didn't like the stock shock setup. Also,
because he was running 18z and 19 and liked
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the suspension no longer gives. [ rend to look
at the problem from the other direction: If
0% of your driving is done on the street, then
let’s make a good-handling street car thar will
also serve a5 a good wrack car, oo, rather than
making an awesome track car that feels lousy
on the street.”

frer his 206 custom had been muned,

shown, and tracked, Tony Battistella

bought a retirement home and decided
tor part with his race/showear. Enter Oesterre-
ich, who recognized a golden opporrunicy
when he saw i: Here was a Z06 built to even
higher standards than he planned on, all at a
much lower cost. Wor was Les shy about put-
ting such a car through its paces in auocros-
wes the llr.!!q'-.rr'ip, or the roadcourse, "['m stll
metting wsed o it,” he says, "My first autocross
was a few months back. Bar each ome [ get a

60 Scptember 2007 Corvette Magazine

livtle bir berrer and a lietle more comforrable
with it." A Bondurant vet and experienced
autocrosser, Les savs he knows the car's capa-
hilirics well enough to give it its due respect.
Oesterreich is the president'CEO of Supe-
rior Farms, a lamb-processing company with
operations in Australia, Boston, Denver, and
California, which explains his cars' personal-
ized plares: EWE plus a Roman numeral. He's
alse a bomgtime Amenican-musche Fanatic, go-
ing all the way *...back o my college days in
lexas, when I had a "66 Impala two-door
hardoop with four on the foor and a 427425,
I had friends ar the tme with Corvettes, but 1
was always able to get better traction to the
ground, so eventually [ started drag racing—
just threw the slicks in the rrunk and drove 1o
the track. It's really humid down there, but
after | Agured out how to cool the fued no one
bear me and [ grabbed a couple A-Stock cham-

pionzhips.” From there he got info mogocnoss,
which bed to "hairscrambles® through his 30s,
4, and 505, " Those are enduros that mon hike
an |1bg'-h'|'lq'v|;|.|-n:|.i\l,‘|1h.4; rall V. WOHE PUT 3 COTSTang
speed and get vour helmer marked ar check-
points that are randomly laid out along the
course, which usually runs through nivers, pul-
lies, and other motocross-type termin,”

The same spirit now animates Les's rela-
monship to his supercharged MSI tunercar. ®1
think it'll turn low 125 or high 115 at the strip,
eventually. | went to a test-and-une day up in
Sacramento recently, just getting a feel for the
car and for the new starting trees they use now.
My reaction time was a .73, then a . 18.... 1 goe
it dowm tooa 10 |\1. the end of the |.|_T5.'.r Lies
has also done testing at Thunderhill Raceway
outside Willows, Califormia, where the mrer-
cosoled 156 was soon pushing the car past 125,

Does all this fun cut into his dme with the
rest of his Corvertes? " MNope, | dove them all,
depending on the weather. And frankly, unil
I joimed this damned club (Vaca Valley Corv-
ettes), [ used to deive them sebenever. But the
people in the club are always saving "Oh, we
don't drive them on rainy days,” and some-
how | guess it sank in!* Rain delays noowith-
\l;'||'||.||:|'|r.. Les drives every ong of his Corvertes
tor work, elub davs, or just for fun in turen.

"Each one is different, [ think. At one level
I feel the Co—whether it's my wifie's convert-
ible ar my 2006 Z06—has a bor better feel and
balance than the C5. Ergonomically it's bet-
ter, certainly, and the C6 206 has plenty of
horsepower for most people; you really have
£ respect it and use it just where vl N and
want it.” Nevertheless, Oesterreich finds his
earlier cars having their own charms, so thar
cach gives its own kind of pleasure. That's
especially true of the MS5I horrod—a car thac
in just a tew males 1, too, understood was quare
different from any stock Z06. The clutch is
noticeably stiffer, and the shor-shifrer linkage
raises efformr—and rechsces cerai IY—in EVery
direction. The power of course is considerable,
but the maost surprising aspect is the lowered
car's street-friendly nide. Despete the big wheels
and slammed heighr, MSI's Stein wasn't fool-
ing around—he's debinirely cooked up a grear
all-around road chassis here,

Best of all, Oesterreich is every bit as inter-
ested in using this car as Stein was in making
it usable, While many other Z06 tunercars
remain hidden in heaved garapes, Les just hops
in and takes off. "I don't tape up the paint o
avoid chips at the track, or any of thar smuff.
It just doesn't bother me.” His attitude may
not be typical of most custom-Corvette own-
ers, bur he thinks it's quire "...tvpical of most
|'u,'l:-|'|||;' in their 30s or 60s with a linle l,"-:|'lv|,'r'|-:!-
able income and a desire to be our there enjoy
ing life. My feeling is simple: You might as well
o have some fun.® O



