‘NON-ELITIST'
EVENT FOR US

Martin Swig's Double 500
continues to flourish, fuelled
by enthusiasm and clunkers

Five years ago, California
Mille arganisar Martin Swig was
challenged to create a rally fer the

aftrition rate for this event is about
the same, or better than the
California Millel* Swig enjoys
pointing out. 'It's unadulterated
autemotive enthusiasm.'
Memorable entries this year
included Dodge Reidy's "WallyWorld
Valva', a 1986 sedan inspired by the
Chevy Chase movie Vacatien,
covered in dirt and sporting a

common man. He the
challenge with the Double 500: 500
miles in-a $500 car.

The first two were single day
500-mile marathans that have since
been sympathetically recalibrated to
S00km so that more cars can finish.
Hawever, it still makes for a long day
carving up the beautiful Northern
California coastling in a swiftly
moving procession of clunkers and
theme-decorated oddities,

'The funny thing is that the

i} y-loaded roof rack
{complete with an outboard mator),
vinyl adnesive wood side paneling,
an ice cream truck loudspeaker and
a spare tyre cleverly bolted over the
expired licence plates.

An ‘Alpo Milano® Alfetta sported
giant dog-themed Alfa loges while a
Le Mans Gulf GT40-inspired 1966
Ford Galaxie 500 with 'Rust’ sponsor
Iogos and some orange spray paint
caused onlookers to do a double
take. Only in America...
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